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the Merkley Family
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William E. Merkley

Carrie forward Brian S. Merkley

Annually, the holidays afford us each the opportunity to
look back at the year s events with thanks. This year was a
special one for my father, William E. Merkley. The following
isasummary of my toast to him upon his of cial retirement.

Meet my family........
It was not until | started pulling some ideas together for my

toast, that | realized my dad and I both started working in My wife of 14 wonderful years, Tracy.
the family jewelry store for our fathers at the age of twenty- Our eldest son, Blake. Alex, our second child,
two. That coincidence led me down a path considering and daughter, Samatha.

the effect a father has on a son. | would be remiss to not
thank my mother for all her love and support, but the
in uence a father has on his son is undeniable and tonight
is a celebration of all things Bill. My father set a solid
example for me in three areas. He has a profound faith in
God, is a dedicated family man, and is a tireless worker.

As you can imagine, Dad and I have had our disagreements
throughout a sixteen year career together, but | would expect
he and I, and everyone else, can agree that a solid faith,
dedication to family, and a strong work ethic is a proud legacy
to leave your children. So we raise our glasses and toast to Bill
with warm wishes for a retirement lled with family and fun.

My wish to you and yours this holiday season is the same;
a renewed faith, a healthy family, and a will to succeed.

Happy Holidays,
Brian S. Merkley
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